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Raising Readers 
Tips for Parents of School-Age Children 

 
Why Read Aloud to School-Age Children? 

 
1.  Listening to books helps readers of all ages and abilities further develop their 

comprehension skills. Young readers often comprehend language at a higher level than they 
can decode visually. Hearing books with more complex language promotes growth in vocabulary 
and knowledge of sentence structure--skills which support reading development.     

 
2. Enjoyment of books is fundamental to reading development.  Research shows that reading 

for pleasure builds vocabulary and comprehension skills more effectively than vocabulary drills 
and similar activities.  Most children struggle when learning to read, and many “easy reader” 
books are low interest level books. Sharing engaging books as a fun, social experience can foster 
the love of books that motivates learning readers to keep practicing and succeed! 

 
While you read . . .  

 
Talk about the book with your family.  Ask your children to predict what will happen next.  Ask why 

they think the characters made the choices that they made.  Ask what your children would have done 
in a similar situation.  If you ask open-ended questions, you will help your children to engage with the 
text and process the story at a deeper level. This cognitive task builds reading comprehension skills! 

 

 

Brought to you by the Rust Library Family Book Club 
Join us for an easy, fun way to get your family excited about books! 
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For more information, call 703-771-5624 or visit library.loudoun.gov. 
 

The library strives to make all programs accessible.  

Please inform us of special needs at 703-771-5624 V/TTY at least two weeks prior to the program. 
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Raising Readers 
Tips for Parents of School-Age Children 

 
Why Let Children Choose Their Books? 

 
3. Reading skills develop most significantly and most quickly when a reader enjoys a book.   

When a reader has a vested interest in a story or subject matter, he or she concentrates more, 
understands more, and retains more, thus improving comprehension skills and vocabulary. 
Although it is also important to consider appropriate reading levels when selecting books, a higher 
reading level does not always mean more literacy growth for the reader.  To encourage the most 
growth, balance required reading with freely chosen reading.        

 
4. Love of reading is fundamental to reading development.  Research shows that reading for 

pleasure builds vocabulary and comprehension skills more effectively than drills and worksheets.  
If readers are allowed to choose books that match their interests, they are more likely to develop 
the love of books that motivates learning readers to keep practicing and succeed! 

 
To help your children get the most out of their reading . . .  

 
Talk about books as a family.  Ask your children what they are reading.  Ask them to predict what will 

happen next.  Ask why they think the characters made the choices that they made.  Ask what your 
children would have done in a similar situation.  By asking open-ended questions, you will help your 
children to engage with the text and to process the story at a deeper level. This cognitive task builds 

reading comprehension skills! 
 

Brought to you by the Rust Library Family Book Club 
Join us for an easy, fun way to get your family excited about books! 
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For more information, call 703-771-5624 or visit library.loudoun.gov. 
 

The library strives to make all programs accessible.  

Please inform us of special needs at 703-771-5624 V/TTY at least two weeks prior to the program. 



Family Book Club Scavenger Hunt Sample: 

Inventors and Gadgets  

(Science Fact and Science Fiction) 

 

Prep: 

1. Choose 10 inventions (real or 

fictional) and assign each a call number.   

2. Create a scavenger hunt sheet with 

images and call numbers (but no names of 

inventions). 

3. Print and cut up small pictures of 

each of your inventions (enough for each 

family you expect) and place the pictures of 

each invention into separate envelopes. 

4. Print the name, description, and 

picture of each invention and paste to the front of the appropriate envelope. 

5. Print 10-15 “Bookworm Generals” on white cardstock (depending on how many families 

you expect).  Fold the generals into self-standing tents. 

6. Gather science fiction and nonfiction books on a variety of reading levels for a display. 

7. Build a Bookbot out of recycled materials.  Our Bookbot is made of the lid of a printer-

paper box, plastic cups, small boxes, duct tape, transparencies, and aluminum foil.  The 

“power supply” is a coffee can with a slit cut in the top.     

Before the program: 

1. Tape the envelopes to the shelves by the appropriate call numbers. 

2. “Hide” your Bookworm Generals in the stacks near popular books where they are visible 

but not immediately apparent. 

3. Set up your displays. 

During the program: 

1. Hand out scavenger hunt sheets at the desk.  (Program instructions are on the 

scavenger hunt sheet.) 

2. Help those who need help finding call numbers. 

3. Replace Bookworm Generals and/or invention slips if all are used up before the end of 

the program. 



Sample Suggested Reading List 



 



 



FAMILY BOOK CLUB SCAVENGER HUNT SAMPLE 

Descriptions for the Front of Invention Envelopes 

 

 

 

 

 

The Whisperer 

Invented by: Ledroptha Curtain, character in the book 

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart 

The Whisperer is a machine created by an evil scientist.  

It can control people’s thoughts.  Ledroptha Curtain 

planned to use the Whisperer to take over the world.  To 

find out if he succeeds, read the science fiction book The 

Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart. 

 

The Phonograph 

Invented by: Thomas Edison in 1877 

The phonograph was the first machine that could play back 

recorded sounds.  Edison’s phonograph recorded sounds onto 

a metal cylinder by scratching grooves into it.  The phonograph 

could then play back the sound as a needle ran over the 

grooves.  Later, other inventors developed a large disc or 

“record” that could be used in the phonograph and easily 

replaced with another record.  Over time the discs got smaller.  

If you have a CD at home, can you see the grooves in the back 

of it?  CD players now use lasers to read the discs instead of a 

needle, but this technology is based on the phonograph! 

 



The Helicopter 

First practical helicopter made by: Heinrich 

Focke, which made its first flight in 1936 

First mass-produced helicopter made by: Igor 

Sikorsky, which was used by the U.S. military in 

World War II 

The helicopter can take off and land vertically, unlike an airplane which needs a wide open space 

and runway to take off or land.  The propellers, or “rotors,” make this type of flight possible. 

 

 The Flush Toilet 

Invented by: Sir John Harrington in 1596 

In England in the 1500s, instead of toilets inside their houses, 

people had chamber pots, which were basically big bowls.  Every 

morning, they would dump out their chamber pots into the 

street—sometimes onto the heads of people walking below!  

John Harrington knew this was not a very good system, so he 

invented a toilet that was hooked up to a long tube which went 

outside the house into the ground. This is similar to how our 

toilets work today!   

 

The Time Machine 

Invented by: The Time Traveller in the book The Time 

Machine by H.G. Wells 

The Time Traveller invents a machine that allows him to 

travel into the future to the year 802,701 AD.  When he 

arrives, at first it seems like everyone lives in a very 

peaceful, beautiful society.  But there may be a deeper evil 

lurking beneath the surface.  Will the Time Traveller ever 

make it back to his own time?  Read the book to find out! 

 



The Automaton 

Invented by: [read the book to find out!] in the book The 

Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 

Hugo Cabret’s father finds this invention in an old museum.  

When Hugo’s father dies, Hugo is determined to make the 

invention work and see if his father left him a secret message.  

But when a mysterious toymaker steals his notebook, all hope 

may be lost for Hugo and the strange invention.  Read the book 

to find out what happens.  You may also want to watch the 

wonderful movie adaptation: Hugo (2012). 

 

The Computer 

Inventor of modern computer science: Alan 

Turing 

In 1936, Alan Turing created a machine that could 

use a system of logic to complete computation 

functions.  This was much more flexible than 

previous data and computing machines and gave 

scientists a blueprint for developing the type of 

computers we use today. 

 

The Millennium Falcon 

Invented by: George Lucas for the movie 

series Star Wars 

The Millennium Falcon may look like a heap 

of junk, but she’s the fastest ship in the 

galaxy!  She is typically captained by Han 

Solo and his first mate, Chewbacca, although 

Lando Calrissian briefly takes command 

when Han is busy being frozen in carbonite.  



 

Oobleck 

Invented by: King Bertram’s magicians in Bartholomew 

and the Oobleck by Dr. Seuss 

Bored of rain, snow, sun, and fog, the King orders his 

magicians to invent something new to fall from the sky.  

But when the Oobleck creates some major problems, it’s 

up to Bartholomew to save the day.  Read the book to 

find out what happens! 

 

 

The Automobile 

Inventor of the modern automobile: Karl Benz in 1885 

Karl Benz was the first person to use an internal 

combustion engine to propel a wheeled vehicle.  The car 

pictured here is the first affordable car, the “Model-T,” 

made by Ford Motor Company in 1908. 
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Take me to your library! 

Take me to your library! 

Take me to your library! 

I LOVE BOOKS 

I LOVE BOOKS 


